
The earth is breathing

The earth is breathing. During the summer the plants at the northern hemi-
sphere absorb CO2 resulting in an increased plant coverage in terms of grasses,
leaves etc. By detecting the reflectance of the sunlight in different wavelengths
by earth observing satellites, a measure, the NDVI, can be created that is a mea-
sure of the plant coverage. In the animation below we can follow the changes of
the NDVI and thus also the plant coverage during a full year. A similar process
occurs at the southern hemisphere with a 6 month delay.
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